interpretation and the possible misinterpretation of laboratory studies such as electrophoretic strips and immunoassays, Chapters are devoted to the structure, function, synthesis and purification of immunoglobulins and also to lymphocyte studies and monoclonal antibodies. The last dealt well with a topic of increasing interest. This is a book for reference rather than reading and as such will be invaluable to all interested in paraproteins, especially biochemists, haematologists and oncologists. Others may find it less relevant to their needs. For general physicians the laboratory material will be superfluous, the physiology condensed and difficult and the clinical descriptions specialized. Basic scientists will not obtain a clear picture of the diseases mentioned. In general there is an assumption of considerable background knowledge of each aspect of the subject discussed. They will, however, be pleased to have in one volume a synopsis of current knowledge of paraproteins and how to study them.
A BSHAW Therapeutic Principles in Metastatic Prostatic Cancer F R Schroeder & B Richards (ed) pp 466 ISBN 0·8451·0188·9 New York: Alan Liss 1985 This is the proceedings of a symposium held in Holland in 1984 and gathers together many workers on prostatic carcinoma. Much of the work is repetitive and much of it has already been published, but as a reference book on the current 'state of the art', it is well worth consulting.
The book has been produced in the now fashionable script which appears to have come straight off a word processor, and consequently it has not been subjected to the strict editorial deletions which can make a book so much more readable.
GRANT WILLIAMS

Consultant Urologist Charing Cross Hospital, London
Abdominal Pain in Children B O'Donnell pp 138 £8.50 ISBN 0·632·01046-0 Oxford: Blackwell Scientific 1985 This is an .outstanding, highly original and most welcome practical book about the management of abdominal pain in children. Unlike most medical textbooks it is written in a lively and interesting style, and is fun to read. The book is divided into two halves, one on acute and the other on chronic abdominal pain. Throughout, the emphasis is on practical advice including tips on how to conduct the consultation, useful hints on what to look for during the examination, and suggestions for a rational choice of investigations. The need for a white cell count is nicely dispelled: 'New residents from adult units tend to order the test but nowadays we rarely knowingly order a white cell count and consider the result. Certainly there is no point in ordering the test out of normal laboratory hours.' The concept of 'active observation' is clearly explained and could usefully be applied to other acute paediatric situations. The author writes especially well on the common situation where the cause of acute abdominal pain is obscure. Here his concept of'acute non-specific abdominal pain' is intellectually far more honest than the common practice of inventing pathology such as constipation, mesenteric adenitis, or colic.
There is a useful section on the infant under three years, and a chapter on urinary infection puts this nicely into perspective. A chapter on acute abdominal pain in the tropics, contributed by two other authors, is clearly written but lacks lustre. The chapters in the second half of the book on chronic or recurrent pain are equally good, and nicely dispose of chronic constipation as a cause of recurrent abdominal pain.
This book represents a major contribution to one of the most difficult areas in paediatrics and would be enjoyed by any paediatrician, surgeon, family doctor or medical student. The print is excellent, with clear headings and table reproduction. Line drawings are well done but the reproduction of operation anatomy and angtograms is poor.
Overall, the book is informative and there are some outstanding chapters, particularly Anderson's on anatomy. Unfortunately, the book is slightly marred by the use of the spoken presentation. This is a practice which should be discouraged, and would-be conference organizers should remember that the spoken lecture is unsuitable for a published text.
The book is a useful summary of the 'state of the art ' in 1983-1984 . It should be available to all concerned with the management of complex congenital heart disease, although at £95 it is too expensive for most personal bookshelves. Before this century there were very few specific drugs and even the 1932 British Pharmacopoeia, which remained official until 1948, more closely resembled the first edition ofl864 than the present one. Developments in the early part of this century were mainly the introduction of the local anaesthetics, analgesics, topical antiseptics and the active principles of some of the older herbal remedies. Most were used for symptomatic treatment.
The work of Ehrlich on the arsphenamines in the early part of this century showed that complex organic chemicals were effective in some systemic infections, but it was not until the introduction of the sulphonamides by Domagk in the 1930s and more especially the discovery of penicillin by Fleming and its development by Florey and his colleagues, that the potential of chemotherapy was realized.
Progress since then has been phenomenal in many fields and the author has performed a valuable
